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February 11, 2000

Mr. Bill Richardson

US Dept. of Energy

Forrestal Building

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Richardson:

We are writing regarding the plan to store nuclear waste at
Yucca Mountain, Nevada.

—_oOnce again, Native Americans are being served up a huge
helping of injustice, a future of further damage to their health,
and environmental damage.

ce again, an industry will get out of cleaning up after
|themsalves, and guess who will step in and do it for them? Of
course! The taxpayer! |
| Once again, nuclear waste will be stored in containers which
are destined to leak.

‘ And|once again, our government thinks: *sut of sight, out
of mind®. When will those who shove these programs down the
throats of ite citizens ever learn how misguided and
irresponsible they are??l

Sincerely,

g/ﬁMm«z&{&.
Susan and Hubert van Wyck
24 Iron Mountain Road

Kent, CT 06757
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e bt 230y cars have seen o gretthoio.
caust Theie have Leen moore ADECICS

bost w the past 150 yeais dhan sinee e
lee Age Duing 1y same wnie, indi ero
poples huve Iegn deappeating fan the e
of the Earki Mure than 2,000 ration: of
Indigenous peaples have BONC OXAMLL in the
Wester: Nenusphiere and one nasior disap-
pears frem the Apicon rawfuges crefy year

There is a direct refationship between the
Joss of culiural disersiy and the foss of biogh-
versity Wherever Tndugencus peoples still
remain, there is alw a woricspending enchive
of biodiersity. Trickdes of overs sull runmng
in the Nothweat are home 1o satmon still
being stng hack by Nauve people The fast
few Flonda panthers remsin i the presence
of traditonal Seminoles, Sidden ey in the
EICa cypress swamps bondering (he Cyer.
glades Somwe of the fargest parhes of semam.
Ing pramie £ass0s swiy an reseivaties Lnls

t weighs thirty tons, has as ruch

tadiation as 200 Hiroshira bembs,

and is projected to pass within a

half-nile of yous home? The answer: A canister

of high-level radioactive waste, traveling from

one of 109 aging US nuclear powerplants to

Yueca Mountain, Yevada -_the proposed “final

testmrPTatY for Ameriea’s most deadly
garbage.

It is to this mountain, at the heart of the
Wertern Shoshone Nation - 3 rlace of deep
spiritual significance to Shoshone and Pajute
peoples - thai the federal government topes to
send 98 percent of the US' radicactive waste
generated during the entire Nuclear Age,

Earth island Journat e

Chae Bt ol alt reser atron B mthe Unied
States is subd lorested. muh of s ol
growth. Remmnant prsil ferest eonsystems,
ftom the aorthern boreal faresis 1 the Ever-
giades, largely overiag Nan e iertitoria,

In the Korthwest, vipy ually every nvey 3
home w a pevple. each as disinee a5 3 SPOICS
of salmon The Tillamcok, Silers. Yaqura,
Aleea, Siuslaw, Umpqua. Hamis, Mriuk,

’ Cohlle, Tuni, Shista Costa, and
" Chewoare ol peeples living an e
eriuths of salrion rvers. Qe hun.
" dred amd seven siacks of salmon
e alrsady hecomte exting i the
Paolic Netthwest, and 86 are
endangered,

by Winona LaDuke

Salman were puthere by the
wreatar, and i as cur fesponstbilny
mohareest and proteet the sahon
et the avele of life continges,”
“xMlams Piersor Muchel! of 1
« dumbua Imezuibal Fishing Com.-
mission. “Wherover we Rave 2
fanerai. we maarm our feved one,
yes, hur we are also reminded of the
wss of aur salmon and other tradinenat
foods.” laments Yakama Teibal Chairman Bill
Yallup, Sr.

The siaries of the fisk and the people are
not se ditferent Environmenia! destrueuon
theatens the existence of both, The Tygh
band <! the Lowe: Deschutes Rives in Qregon
nuludes a svart five famkes. struggling in
their inaditinnad waty of life amd thew refation-
ship to the salmon 1 wanied 1o dance the
salmon. krow the saimon, say poodhye o the
salmon,* says Susana Santes, 4 Frgh aroa,

Despite heated criticism. by Native and envi-
ronmertal forces, Yucea Mountair remains *he
only site under government study for the per-
manent disposal of high-leval nuciear waste,
The Department of Energy {DOE) has already
dumped $3 billion into the projected $35 bil-
lion project. Last Augurt. the DOE released jts
dnaft Environmental Eupac® Statement (EIS} for
a proposed Nuclear Waste Repository at Yucea
Mountain. This marks another step toward
opening the dump by the projected completion
date of 2010.

More thar 200 grassroots groups - Native
and non-native - have joined forces to chal-
lenge the EIS because it largely sidestaps the
issue of zanspert. High-level waste designated
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fisherwonian, and rommuzily organizer
"Now 1am looking ar the completion of
destrugion, from the Tavon Vil 10, those
dams . Seventeen fish came down the river
last year. None this year The people are the
salmon, and the salmon ary the prople How
do you quarzsty thy?

All Qur Relations
Nainwe Anserican wachings des e the gela
nens 3l arognd - anamals, bsh, trees, and
rocks - as our brothere, sisters umles, and
grandpas Our telations 1o cach other. our
prayers whispered acioss generadions 1o o
relatives, an what band our cullwes {ogsthet
The protection, 1eahings. and gifis of our

relatves have for gencrativazs peserved owe
lamilics. These selabons are honared i cene-
meny. song, stony, and Ble i keep rlations
clese — o buffalo, stargeon, sabuon, wirtles,
bears, walves, and panthers. These are var
older relatives < the oues that cams before
ard tanght us 1o tve Therr abhtravors by
dams, gues, and bourtics is an mpense foss
to Native famifies and cullares Their ahsence
tay mean that 4 people sing 1o 2 barren nve:,
a caged bear, ur 3 buflale ‘f;u away Ir s the
strugghe 1o preseri ¢ what remaing and (he
struggle to recover whal has been Tost ha;
tharacierizes much of Native emviranuental.
ism I s these relavenships tha indvstrialism
seeks to disrupt Native consnunitses wil
resist with great degermenaion

Salmen wus presented to me und my family
through cur religion as s procher, The sdmy

for Yucca Mountain will be moving on US high-
ways and train routes by the fiont yards of
more than 50 million Americans. Transporta-
tion of this waste poses a huge public health
risk. DOE studies project a rate of one accident
per 343 shipments. That translates into, at the
very minimur, 268 accidents over the next 30
years, as up to 90,000 shipments of nuclear
waste make their way Yucca Mountain

The Shoshone a:e also asking people to sup-
port Native tand rights fssues raised by the ES.
What is continually glossed over by decision-
makers - and ignored in the EIS - is the fact

ot
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wilh devr. And ur sisiers are the rocts und
burries. And you would treat them as such, Their
life o you i just as vihuble as unuther personsy
would be. -

= Margaret Saluskin, Yakama
Toxic Invaslon of Native Land

There are more than 700 Native natons on
the North American continent. Tnday, Narive
America covers four percent of the land in the
US, with over 500 federally recognized tribes,

More than 1,200 Nattve American reserves
dot Canada. The touit homeland, Nenavur,
formerly onc-half of Canadas Nomthwest Ter-
ritorfes, is an arca of Tand and water {includ-
ing Bafiin [sland) that is five times the size of
Texas. Tighty-five percent of Nuravets popu-
lation is Native, -

While Native peopies have been massa-
cvred and fought, cheated and rebbed of their
historical fands, wday their lands are subject
to one of the most invasive indusirial inter-
sentions imaghnable. According o the World-
watch Institee, 317 rescrvmions in the
United States are threatened by envitronmen-
tal hazards. ranging from roxic wastes to
clearcuts.,

Resenvations have been targeted as sites for
16 proposed nuclear waste dumps. More
than 100 propesals have been fleated in
recent yeurs 1o dump toxic waste in Indlan
communities. Seventy-seven sacred sites have

Winona LaDuke

that Yucca Mountain lies within Newe Sogobia,
land guaranteed to the Western Shoshone
Hation by US treaty. The Shoshone want the
DOE off their land, and their mountain restored
to them. . ’
Upholding the tieaty can be an important
political and legal tool to stop the dump, but
pné face éxtierie geographic and
pelitical isolation. Without sufficient public
_ support, they fear their voices will nat be
heard. A statement by Rep, Lindsey Graham (R-
5C) added a note of racism to the refrain of low-
level logic. According to Graham, “God made
Yucca Mountain For the express purpose of stor-

Earth Island Journal

been dixturbed of desecrated through
resouice extraction and devefoprien: sctivi-
ties. The federal govesnment is IOpUSIng Lo
use Yucea Mountain - a Nevada landmark
-sacred to the Shoshone - ay 3 duimpsite for
the nations high-level nuclear waste. |See
stdebar )

More than 1,000 slag piles and tuhings
from handened uranium mines s 27 Ding
(Navajol land, leaking radioactvity anfw Lhe
air and water. Seme groups of Dine feenagers
in this region now have a Qincer rate 17 Himes
the national average.

Acvarding to Tom Goldiovth, executive
dizector of the Natve Fuvirmmental Met-
wark, “Most Indigenous governments are
over 22 years behind the states in infrasinic-
ture development. The EPA has cunsistently
fatied 10 fund tribes on an equitable basis
compared with stazes. The EPA has 3 stauo-
ry respensibility w0 alloate financial
resdurces that il previde an ezitable allo-
cation between tribal govemmenss and
slates.”

Children of Little Thunder

Inour Lom mumlics‘ Natve emy woninen:al-
318 sing centunes-old songs (o renew ble, 10
give thanks for stawberrics, @ call home
fish, and 1o thank Mather Earth for all her
hlessings.

We are the descendants of Littte Thunder,
the Lakota Chief who withessed the 1853
massacre in Nebraska that clearsd out the
Grear Plaing 10 make way for the cowboys,
caitle, and indusinal farms. We have seen the
great trees felled, the wolves wken for bounty,
and the fish stacked and rotting like cord-
wood, Those memaries compe! ue, and the
return of the descendants of these predators
provekes us te stand again - stronger and.

Winona LaDuke 15 an enrolled membes of the
Mississippi Bard of Anishinaubeg, She has won
the Reeboh Human Rights Awend and served ay
Ralph Nader's viee-presidential runsiing mute on
the Greon Party ticket She is the author of Last
Standing Woman Movager Press, 1999).

in§ high level nuclear waste. There's nothing
within 100 miles of the place.”

>
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hopelully, witk more alkes.

We are the enes whie staid up 1o the land
eziers, the iree eaters, the destioyers and cul-
e caters, W Eve off tie beaten erack, our of
the maimstream i smuall villages, on . vase
expanse of praine, on Jdny deserts, or in the
forests, We ulten drive old cars, live in old
iouses and mobile howes. Thete are usually
small viildrers and rehaves wounad the kids
careening underlont,

e seldom cuery brickouses, and we rarely
weir suits. You die more Ukely w find us
mecting ina focal comamunit oneer, Lnp-
g autside o7 visiting in someoney house
than & a convention center o+ at 4 $1 000.
per-plate fundraser.

We vrganize in sinall groups with names
like Native Amiericans for 1 Clean Eaviron.
mem, Dine CARE (Citizens agaiist Ruinin
OQur Eavirommeii?, Anishinaahe Miit, an
the Gwichin fewiing Coanminee.

We are undetlunded at bust {amre often
rol funded ac all), working eut of ot humes
with & few funilies o3 five 10 200 valunleers,
W coaalesce in natonal or Lottt organi-
2afons such s Tadigenous Tnvirenmental
Network, a netwerk of 200-plus groups. (EN
provides a diverse agenda of teohmval and
political support o grassrouts groups sevking
to protect their lind, preserve hivdiversity,
m.f sustam communtties, (EN secks it
mately to secun cvironmenial justice,

Other Naiive groups inclade the South.
west Network far Envivonmental and Eeo-
nemic Justice, Honor the Baith, Ledigenous
Womens Network and the Seventh Genera-
tioa Fund. In addition o numeris 1cgional
arganizations. there also are greups based on
& shared ecosystem or cubural practice, such
as the Califorma Indian Reskews mavers Asso-
cigtion, Great 1 .tkes Daskeinnekers, or Coun-
vitof Fiders.

Despite our meager fesources, we are win-
amg many hard - fought vidories i the local
level. W have faved down huge waste dumps
and ewhmationa! mining, Jumher, and oil
companics. Thioughout t%.c Native nations,

The DOE study admits that the steel canis-
ters inside Yucca Mountain will eventually leak.
Nonetheless, the DOE plans to store more than
70,600 tons of spent nuclear fuel in miles of
turnels 1,000 feet underground, At least one of
the more than 10,000 storage canisters R
expected to fail within the next thoushid
years. After 10,000 years, the New York Tirgs
reports, all the canistess may degrads, :
What may be worse is that an earthquake at
Yucea Mountain could cause groundwater to
surge into the storage area, forcing dangsrous
amounts of plutonium into the atmosphers and
contaminating the water supply. This Is not an
unbikely scenario, given that the area is a sais-
mic minefieid. Over the tast 20 years, more
than 621 earthquakes have been recorded in
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Redaiming... continued

people continue 1o fight to orotect Mother
Earth fw fwtare gencrations,

Some of the victeries Include a morazori-
um on mining in the savred hills of the
Northern Cheyenne, Rlackfect, and Crow ter-
tiory, dn  international campaign that
slopped the building of mega-dams n north-
ern Canada; the restoration of thousands of
acres of White Banh land in Minnesota: and
the rebuilding of & vation m Hawafi,

Grassroote and lind-based striggles char.
auterize most of Natbve environmentalism, We
ae natlons of people with distinet land areas
and our leadership and direction enwrge from
the land vn up. Gur commsitment and tenaci-
1y spring from our deep connection to the
fand, This selationship to Iand and water 15
conlinvously seallirmed through  prayer,
deed, and oni way of being - mizobingagsii.
win, the “pood life.*

This relittonship survives in remembered -

phrases down through the generations. Yoy
can hear them taday spoken in native homes
across North America:

This is whea my srandmother s und hildrens
umbilical cords aré buned. .,

This &5 seherr the gt it lay down 2 sleep. .

Thesc an the four sacred Mountains between
which the Creutor instructed s 0 hve....

This is the lest place our peaply stapped in our
migration heve o thiy village.

Living on the White Earth

Hive on an Anishinaabeg reservation called
White Earth in novthern Minnesota, where ]
work on land, ctllure, and environmental
Essucs lacally through an arganization called
the White Earth Land Recovery Pmject and
natienally through a Native foundation called
Honor the Earth We, the Anishinzabeg, are 2
forest cullure. Quar creation siorics, culture,

Nuke Wasté... vontinued

the area, at a magnitude of 2.5 o higher. This
may be why the nucleas industry has opposed
setting any groundwater radiation standards
for the facility, saying it covld threaten the
entire project. :

The Ruclaar Waste Policy Act of 1992
(WWPA) requires that vadiation standards for
the facitity must be set by the Envizonmental
Frotection Agency (EPA). The EPA has preposed
3 15-millizem-per-year exposuze limit for peo-

 lving near the site, but environmental

p$ 53y this is inadequate for the protection

of human health,
. Shoshone groups are adamant that any addi-
tonal radiztion risk to their comimunity is
una . The Shoshane Nation - site of
the TS Nevada nuclear testing facility - is
already the most-bombed nation on Easth. The
.Shoshone suffer from widespread tancer,
teukemia and other diseases because of fallout
from more than 600 atomic explosions in their ay-
fitory. To add to this risk is outlandish injustice.

Earth island Journal (v ]

and way of life ate entirely based on the forest
= ihe source of cur medicinal plants, food,
and birth-lbark baskets

Virvally ny  entire  reservation was

clearout anthe i of 1he century.

In 1874, Anishimnaabe Teader Wabunogquad
sad. *T cried and prayed that our trees would
nat be taken from g, for they are 2s much
ours 25 is this reservation.” Qur irees provid-
ed the foundation for major husher compa-
nles, invluding Weyerhauser The destruction
of our forests contimued for ten decades.

In 1889 and 1890, Minnesota leg 1he
courkry in lumber production, and he stares
northwest region was the leading source of
limber. Two decades later, 0p pervent of
White Earth land was cantrolled by nour-Indi-
ans, and our peaple were nildled with dis.
ease. Many became refugees m nearby cittes.
Today, three-fourths of all 1:ibal members live
off the reservation. Non-Indians sill control
ninety percent of our land,

There is a ditect link ir our commumty
betwern the loss of biodiversity - 1he Joss of
animal and plag Sife - andllﬁe foss of the
maizrial amrr culiral wealth of the Wihite
Farth people But we have resisted Today, we
are in ltigation againss logging expansion,
and the White Fanth Land Recovery Projecy
waorks to reslor cur forests, recorer the fand,
and gestore our tradinional forest calture. Our
experience of sunvval and resistance is shared
with many others.

Tn the final amalysis, the survival of Native
Ametica is fundamentally about the colleceive
survival of all buman heings. The question of
whao gets 10 determine the destiny of the land
= thase with the money or those who pray on
the land ~ is 2 question that is alive through-
out society. The question is pesed cloquenily
Oy Lil'wat grandmother Loreua Pascal

is 55 1y reason for standing up. To pro-
tect 2l ancund us, 1o continue pur way of Jile,

In the meantime, pending congressional leg-
islation would rewrite the NWPJ tg strip the
EPA of all authority to set radiation standards
at Yucca Mountain. Rewriting the NWPA has
been attempted - and defeated - for the past
five years. These proposed rewrites would pret-
ty much “throw radiation standards oyt ~ says
Hichpel Marriot of the Wuclear information
Resoyrce Service in Washington, DC. With the
stroke of a pen, such legistation would miracu.

 lously overcome most of the public health hurdles

to the Yucca Mountain project.

Over the past few years, the members of the
Nuclear Energy Institute (i.e., your electric util-
itles) have given about $12.8 million to their
conglessional delegations to encourige pro-
nuclear taw that would put an end to their
nuclear waste dilemma,

The tatest revision of the NWPA allows

" onsite starage of nuclear waste putside power

plands until Yueca Mountain or an *interim”
dump site is ready. If the nuclear industry has
Its way, that “interim dump® may be built in
Utah, on Skull Valley Goshute feservation land.

—.— »
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our culture 1 ask them, “Where Jid you get
your rght 10 destzay these Forests? How does
yoar nght supercede my nghts?” Theee are
our forests, these ate oiir acestors.

As Columbia River Trthes acnist Ted
Stomg tells us.

*W this Baticn has u ang wiy 1o g0 Iefore
all of our people are truly h‘-:.llufcquaﬂy
without regand Lo race, teligion, o national
wrigin, it 1as even fanther 1o ge b ore achiev-
g mything that reuntcly nesemmbles vl treat-
ment for wther crewes who e s fand
home before humans cver st St upon it .,

While the pecies thenselyey - fh, fowl, -

game, and their hahitat - hgee siven us
unparaileled wealth, they e wrippled in
thetr ability 1o persist and in venditions of
captive squalor. . This enslrvement and
spovershRtens of iiture 1s no more 1olerz-
ble or sensible than enstvomen or impover.
ishment of other buman beings.. .

“Perhaps it is hecause we are the messen-
gens that not only ver soverzigny os [Noive]
governments but our right to whetily with a
dity andt a hiswary - our it o hold o 2 se
o natural Laws as practiced for thousaids of
YOaTs - s under assault. Mow mone duer ever,
tibil people must kald orte their Fmeless
and priceless customs and practices.

“The ceremany will continue” Strong says,
“This is a testament 1o Gie fauh of the Tadian

eople. No matler Jrow badly the «'mon
Ea.m been nustreated, no watter how serioys
the decline, it has doubled their commstment.
tt has rekwndled e hope that wudsy s hegin-
ning 1o grow w2 1aany young people.”

Dveerpied fiom A Qur Relitons. Naive Stry
for Land and Life. Reprmt o with P mission of the
withor and Souih End Press {7 Neoukline 5.,
Combridge, MA 02130 w ww lbbs onysept.

NUCLEAR WASTE SHIPMENT ROLTES
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The bill also provides for the federal govern-
ment (meaning taxpayers) to take ownership of
the waste and accept Uability for it. What this
means is that the utility companies will be
abdicating responsibility for waste they created

over the past 30 years.

..






